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Father and Son are Life of the Party

Y HIOOLE RIVARD
1 @ bonnew.oom

A bt of people will be sttending cebe-
brations tonight 1o ring in the Mew Year,
bt Johm and Matt Dodan of Greenwich will
be taking & break from partying. After all,
thely atended more than 20 holiday parties
over the lnst few weeks

I's all in a day's work for this faither and
som, who own Ambasssdor Entertainment
of Greenwich, a fall service disc pckey
coteriainmend company servicing wedding
receptions, bar and hat mitzvahs, corporate
functions, proms, school dances, sweet 16
parties @nd more,

In addition to a CD libeary of more than

25000 songs from the 1930s through
todsy, the duo sdds life 10 a panty through
light shows, large-screen vadeo, video
games and more. What was once 2 bocal DJ
company now draws clienis from around
the country and the world thenks to & high-
el comprehensive Weh site,
www.ambassd).com

“I's amazing what the Infermet has
dome,” s3ays John Dodam, “We were stricily
& local D) company doing smaller partics
s weddings, The Inlernetl has done won-
ders for our business ™

He meght himizll how o design the
Wieb site and mow teaches other Dls al
anneal indusiry conventions

=1 izl guys i 15 the way 1o p;l._ he
ssad. “If you want to go afier the high end
busimess, you have w have a hagh end Web
siie. [i cam't be an amateur booking site,”

Most recently the Web site ot the at1en-
isom of personalities from the hip Mew Yock
radic station Z100, whoe coatacted
Ambassador Enderzinment requesting a
partnership o create T 100-themed parties,
100 provides bansers, T-shins, stickers, 3
party patrol trueck and a Z100 persomality.
Ambassador Enterisinment provides the
D, MC, dancerimotivaton, sonsd syitem,

ot
L

“It's been booking really well for us,”

Dolan sabd.
Changlng with the Times

Johin Dolan started in the band business
almost 50 vears ago. He had offices on
Indian Field Road and in Yonkers, M.Y.
amdl produced five bamds when 1t was still
popular to have bands at weddings. His son
Mart began working as o “roadic” for the
company when he was 10 years old. Il was
Maii’s invelvement that sealed their fate o
enler the [0 sde of the businesg,

“l wend to Western Jumior High and |
wis on @ commitiee that was locking for a
D) for a dance,” explaimed Man Dolas, 1
knew my dad had toms of records amd

speakiers so | offered o do it Tha's bow
the [ end of the basiness stared ™

They agree that it was a good thing they
god imio the D] business when they did
becamse within the wedding industry the
demand w23 already shafting from basds (o
Dis

“hol 3 many pﬂ:-pl:
were ko 1he
bamdas.
Everyome |
began wanti- |
ng a DI |
recalls the
youngzer Dolan.

Asd  the |
industry coatin- \
ues o evolve. |

“Today's gem- |
cratiom 5 50
diverse.” he said. |

“Whether it's in |
termé of music or |
what people arc |
indo. you have o be |
very open-minded |
and abde todo a lot of
Ih:nE_- ¥ | 7

Some of the excit- ~—
ing things Ambassador is
offenmg these days are dancer metivadons
10 teach guests the lagest dances (when he's

il muxing songs, Maft, a former dancer
from Club MTY, also shares moves with
the crowd), video gomes played on large
screens and mohale Jeopardy.

From the excitement of the Daily
[xomble 1o the fOimal uestion, mihile
Jeopardy plays exactly like the real thing.
A player or team selects a category and
vitlwe, The answer i5 instamtly displayed on
a large video screem. When plavers or
leams “hazz” im, their scores are instantly
entered on the electronic scoreboard. The
Ambassador staff will even tailor questions
10 a particalar fusction.

“Mobile Jeopardy has been big ai corpo-
rale evenls and |har
mitzvahs.” said Johs
Daisliam, “Thi odher
big thing we are book-
ing right now iz large
screen wideo st wed-
dings.

“Peaple are presenting
photo montages during
dinner tme. We also
shoot live wideo as poo-
ple are dancing and pui
it up on plasma screens,
And we go around io the
tables and have guests
write down & message
ihey would like 1o share
with the bride and
groo and hen we pro-
JoCT Tthe ENEASAPES O e
plasma screems im peal
timez. That is hecoming
popular pow,”

Frisits of Thelr Labar

While both admat o
butting heads oace n
awhile, mosi of their
time is speml cresting
wonderful — memories
together *and for thear
chenls

“Every job provides
greal memories,”  said
Maii. “One thet sbcks
ouwt in my mind is when
Low Pimiella retired
Trom the Yaakees, We actually plaved his
retirement party, nol a8 DJs, bu whea we
were still in the band business, All the clas-
si¢ Yankees were there.

“And kst year, we had o

drive b PR

Corirbafesd phofic
Marr and John Dolaw | 2nd and 4k from beft) and their staff run a booth af a Bar | Bar Mitzvah trode
show, They have partaered with Z10 o form the ZI00 Party Service.

Okio for
3 party during 3 really,
really bad ssowstorm. It ook 14 172 hoors
bt et ot there. [t was quile 3n experience
But it was fen talking shout apooming jobs
and jobs we already did.”

the
____f——';;_h\.l change.
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Thiz iz amother [n the “Family Ties™
series alout srwlti-generational  fomily-
owned buosinesses  in Greemwich.
Comments and spgpestions for futire sfo-
ries in the series may be swbmifted fo
dharrisonE bennew.com,

Amother rewarding aspect of the job for
Matt 5 seeing how whal music they' re
playing and how they are inferacting with
the crowd i3 gelting everyone mire
invalved with helping the bride and groom
celebrate owt on the dance floor.

“I's swch an emjoyable business,” he
said, adding thar if his infant davghier
wanled 10 jom fhe business someday he

[ 185 ol v 6 R,
Business Snapshot
i Mame: Ambacsador Enderiznment
| Address: 27-E Putnam CGreen, |
Gireemwach, T 06830 |
Phoime: {B00) E33-8004 |
Web site: www.ambassdjcom,

would be all for i

“li keeps you young. That's why my dad
still does 3™ he said with 3 laugh.

And his dad hopes (o be 1n the buxiness
i bl b

“li's imstamt gratificarion,” sad Joha

“When someone ums sroand and claps
and says grest job, that's 3 big thing.”

Plus he and his son are both indo egaip-
menk, s they enjoy buying the labest great-

esl equipment and secing

I:-l:»;hnnl-pg}

\ “When | staned
|\ out. a light show 1o
| me was going o the
| hardware store and
| buying a_-:'-:-upk of
\ codored light balbs
and SCIEwing
\ them into 8 wood-
| co plank.” saad
| the semior Diodan
{ “And now i's
L all  intelligent
| bghting we run
| [rom  Compt-
| ers. This busi-
| mess has come
a long way.

= Yom
con merd ard Tabk wiikh
e Ambassador enirrigiement siaff i
the A0 Farfy Service Booth of fhe
“Uitimaly Bar & Hail Muongh Showoais ™
af fhe Westohesfer Coumnty Cemler, Whele
Flains, N.X. on Jundgy, Jon. 30, from §/
AL pm
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